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Associated Press - April 26, 2009 1:24 PM ET

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) - The Minnesota Dental
Association is running ads aimed at taking a bite out
of legislation that would create a midlevel class of
dental practitioners.

Critics of the campaign say it amounts to scare
tactics.

The print and online ads target bills moving through
the House and Senate that would allow oral health
practitioners - or OHP's - to provide basic dental
services, with supervision by or collaboration with
dentists.

The Safety Net Coalition calls the dental association's
campaign "misleading” and "sensational” because it
implies that OHPs put patients at risk. The group
says that OHPs merely would serve low-income
Minnesotans who have limited access to dental care.

Opponents of the bill warn of unsupervised
practitioners performing such dental procedures as
teeth-pulling without medical training.
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