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Access to dental care lags
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dated water.
“The fortunate thing in
North Dakota is we have a lot

of natural fluoride,” McDon-
ald said.

W Medicaid programs
could motivate more dentists
to treat low-income children.
Only 38 percent of Medicaid-
eligible children received
dental care in 2007, largely
because too few dentists are
willing to treat them, accord-
ing to the Pew study.

B More dental care

!

providers are needed, espe-
cially in areas with larger
numbers of at-risk children.
McDonald and Erlandson
said the problem in North
Dakota has more to do with
the distribution of dentists.
“Attracting a young person
coming out of school with
debtto arural areacanbea
problem,” McDonald said.
“We did some things years
ago to recruit more dentists
into underserved areas, but
everybody flocked to Grand

Sarah Kolberg, staff photographer

Forks, Fargo and Bismarck.”

Only six states merited a
grade of A in the Pew study.
Connecticut, Iowa, Maryland,
New Mexico, Rhode Island
and South Carolina met at
least six of eight benchmarks
set by the Pew Center. South
Carolina was tops.

Reach Haga at (701) 780-
1102; (800)477-6572, ext. 102; or
send e-mail to chaga@gfher-
ald.com.

A A child gets her teeth cleaned during the “Give Kids

a Smile” day earlier this month at the Valley

Community Health Centers Dental Clinic in Grand
Forks. A new report from the Pew Center on the States
names North Dakota and Minnesota among the states
that aren’t providing adequate access to dental care

for the needy.
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