
On the 10th anniversary of “Give Kids 
a Smile” in Minnesota, thousands of 
volunteers again stepped forward to 
provide free dental care for children in 
need. In all, 2,719 volunteers - including 
536 dentists - cared for more than 
5,000 children.

Dental professionals are at the heart of 
a broad network of agencies, schools 
and businesses that pulls together each 
year to make this charitable program a 
success for so many children.

Just one example of this collective 
impact is in Hastings, where Tara 
Donohue-Weiss, Executive Director at 
United Way Hastings, coordinates with 

five local dental offices to help line up 
treatment for 150 children. 

“We work closely with everyone in the 
community,” says Donohue-Weiss. “I 
work with the dental offices, the school 
district and any other organization 
involved in getting the word out and 
signing children up.”

Practitioners agree that progress and 
improvement are evident in the health 
of the children’s teeth and gums, as well 
as just all-around better daily oral 
hygiene. 

Donohue-Weiss believes this is because 
the volunteers make education a 
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Volunteers at the Good Samaritan 
Dental Clinic in Rochester served 73 
children on Give Kids a Smile day, then 
referred children on to four local dental 
specialists for further treatment. Above: 
State Senator Carla Nelson, Carrie 
Stucky and Chris Lindquist, DDS, with 
a 4-year-old patient. Le$: Mike Lose, 
DDS, (sitting), Garth West, DDS, 
(standing) and Shannon Borgen, RDA.

Give Kids a Smile is a charitable 
outreach event coordinated each year 
by the Minnesota Dental Association. 

To all the volunteers, community 
members and organizations who 

make this event a success, the MDA 
extends a big “Thank You!”

Next year’s event will be on Feb. 1 
and 2. Until then, please stay in touch 

by finding “Give Kids a Smile - 
Minnesota” on Facebook.



Thank you, 
dentists!
The following dentists donated 
their time, talents and 
resources to Give Kids a Smile:
Jethe Abraham, Keith Abrahamson, Craig 
Adelmann, Alejandro Aguirre, Laura Aguirre, 
Monica Alley, Rizwan Alvi, Nicole Amundson, 
Trent Anderson, Tiarra Applequist, Peder 
Arneson, Dylan Ascheman, Louis Thomas 
Austin, Rochelle Avent-Hassan, Mark 
Bachman, Braulon Bailey, Jack Baldwin, Anne 
Balfour, Angie Barsness, Paul Bartlam, 
Lindsay Bates, Prasad Batodkar, Monique 
Baune, Suzanne Beatty, Joe Becker, Soraye 
Beirashi, Steve Bejarano, Kathleen Bellamy, 
William Bellamy, Michael Belmont, David 
Bengstrom, Rebecca Benson, Michelle 
Bergsrud, Michael Bergstein, Anamaria 
Betterman, Don Blakeslee, Susan Block, 
Anthony Boe, Paul Boettner, Kristin Bothun, 
Bernie Bouquet, Heidi Brandenburg, Satbir 
Brar, Scott Brezinky, Brenda Brockman, 
Regan Brown, Shari Bruning, Kelly 
Bumgarner, Roger Burke, Brian Burmeister, 
Michael Bussa, Kevan Cahow, Josh Campbell, 
Kathryn Cargill, Carrie Carlson, Leonard 
Carlson, Andrew Carrell, Dennis Carreras, 
Lisa Cashin, Nancy Cashman, Robert Casper, 
Jr., Brent Cataldo, Lisa Cepek, Mora 
Cervenka, Andrew Christensen, Elizabeth 
Christian, Jack Churchill, Ethan Chute, Julie 
Clasen, Martin Clasen, David Clause, Donald 
Clausen, Julie Clouse, Sara Colarusso, Michael 
Colbert, Sandra Cole-Wilkinson, Mildred 
Collazo, David Collier, John Collier, Karen 
Competente, Daniel Condon, James Connors, 
Elizabeth Cooper, Diane Crater, Jenifer 
Culver, Geetha Damodaran, Kim Danielson, 
Chris De La Mater, Steve DeKoster, Luis 
Delima, Adele Della Torre, Robert Derr, 
Jessica Desjardins, Edward Deutschmann, 
Michael Dickman, Robert Donlin, John 
Doroschak, Andrew Doroschak, Michael 
Downie, Richard Dresser, Kevin Dunlavey, 
Jen Dylla, Megan Eakins, Kyle Edlund, Steve 
Edlund, L. Einerson, Aliya Elmajri, Laura Eng, 
Michael England, Ron Erickson, Havva 
Ertugrul, Jonathan Fabian, Dan Fallon, 
Jennifer Fields, Keith Flack, Jessica Flanigan, 
Philip Flodin, Timothy Flor, Chris Fondell, 
Teresa Fong, Jodi Fonkert, Jeff Forslund, 
Jeanni Foss, John Foss, Jeffrey Fox, 
Christopher French, Elisabeth Fulling, 
Michael Furey, Christina Ganfield, Michael 
Gardner, Donald Garon, Kathleen Garry,  
Krista Geisler, Thomas Giebler, Robert 
Gillum, William Godmare, Laurie 
Goldenberg, Eugene Gomes, Krista Gossai, 
Thomas Goulding, Jane Gracza, Matthew 
Grau, Donald Grote, Ron Grothe, Thorston 
Gruenherd, Eric Grutzner, Rami Guirguis, 
Susan Guirguis, Jared Gustafson, John 
Gustafson, John Haag, Patrick Haberman, 
Gary Hagen, Justin Hagen, Mike Hagley, 
Devon Halberg,  Julie Haman, Brooke 
Hamann, Michael Hamann, George 
Hankerson, Todd Hansen, Chad Hanson, 
Michael Hartmann, Collin Hatcher, Carla 
Hauge, John Heckert, Gary Hedin, Lindsay 
Hegland, Jeffrey Heitner, Judson Heitner, 

Brandon Helgeson, Steve Henseler, Matt Hieb, 
Jeff Hiebert, Anthony Hilleren, Angela Hilo, 
James Hilton, Peter Hinke, Leroy Hipp, 
Randall Hoghaug, Jaimie Nichole Hoiland, 
Timothy Holland, Peter Hoover, Sandy 
Houck, Anne Huffer, Todd Hulse, Stephen 
Humbert, Joseph Huss, Matthew Hutchinson, 
Jeffrey Huxford, Bennett Isabella, Darren 
Isfeld, Steven Jabs, Linda Jackson, Lee Jess, 
Aaron Johnson, Craig Johnson, David Johnson, 
Jerry Johnson, Kenton Johnson, Kristi 
Johnson, Lisa Johnson, Paul Johnson, Steven 
Johnson, Todd Johnson, William Johnson, 
Allison Johnston, Robert Jones, Brian Jordan, 
John Jordan, Sonya Josephs, Mark Juetten, 
Jennifer Kaatz, Scott Kajer, James Kalina, 
Priya Kamdar, Marcia Kangas, Robert 
Kaufman, Thomas Keane, Jr., Amy Kebriaei, 
Gene Kelley, Liz Kellogg, Brandon Kelly, Jess 
Kelly, Timothy Kelly, Robert Kess, Barry 
Kinneberg, Renee Kinney, George Kinney, Jr., 
Heather Kivi, Nathan Kjolhaug, Dave Klein, 
Deborah Knaup, Lesley Knox, E. Arne 
Kolbjornsen, Jake Koller, James Koller, Julie 
Konop, Elias Kouvalis, Leo Kupp, Jessica 
Kuryla, Meredith Kurysh, Brent Kvittem, 
Doug La Due, Erin Ladwig, Venetia Laganis, 
Asha Lalla, Nancy Lam, Carmen Lammeier, 
Kirsten Langguth, Cory Larson, Gregg Larson, 
Sarah Latterell, Zachary Lechner, Vladimir 
Leon, Michael Leonard, Anthony Leong, Katie 
Lervick, Deb Lien, Chris Lindquist, Scott 
Lingle, Lori Linn, Andrew Liu, Robyn Loewen, 
Gloria Lopez-Franco, Mike Lose, Esteban 
Lugo, Jeffrey Luke, Brock Lund, Michelle 
Lund, Dan Lunstad, Lee Lutterman, Jerald 
Lyng, Luke MacMenamin, Michael Madden, 
Richard Madden, Gary Madison, Sarah 
Magnuson, Samira Mahabadi, Elham 
Mahmoodi, Jamshid Mahmoodi, Ryan Manke, 
Robert Mann, Nadia Maradiaga, Gary 
Marcoux, Jennifer Marker Johnson, Richard 
Markowski, Robert Marolt, Todd Marshall, 
Brent Martin, Dan Martin, James Marzella, 
Jodell Masciopinto, James Matthiae, Caroline 
May, Elizabeth McCauley, Christina 
McCullough, Brian McDonald, Duane 
McDonald, Cindy McGregor, Douglas 
McNaught, Don McPartlan, Candy Mensing, 
Amy Merritt, Bruce Merry, Jean Merry, Amy 
Mikkonen, Maria Miller-Rinaldi, John Miller, 
Michael Milliren, Mike Miskovich, Peter 
Miskovich, Brian Mondale, Roger Mondale, 
Jeffrey Moos, Marie Morin, Marshall Morris, 
Megan Mulligan, Lisa Murray, Thomas Musser, 
John Nei, Grant Nelson, Shivan Nelson, Ben 
Nemeth, Eric Ness, Andrea Newton, Tom 
Nguy, Doan Nguyen, Tuyen Nguyen, Xuan 
Nguyen, Jim Nickman, Steve Nielsen, David 
Noren, Nancy Norling, Ann Norrlander, Jeff 
Norsted, Shauna Novak, Jerome Nyberg, Pat 
O'Brien, Jane Odgers, Angela Offord, Danielle 
Olson, Jeff Olson, Michele Olson, David 
Oltmans, Joe Opak, Jim Osberg, Sara Ostroot, 
Alice Ottavi, Thomas Owen, Roger Palmquist, 
Ian Park, Janet Parsons, Rankin Patet, Eileen 
Patterson, Carlson Paul, Lincy Paul, Mark 
Pearce, Madelyn Pearson, Michael Pelke, Paul 
Perpich, Ruth Peterka, Andrea Peters, Brian 
Peters, Kari Peterson, Matt Peterson, Thomas 
Peterson, William Peterson, Mary Philip, Brian 
Pierce, Richard Pihlstrom, Marlene Pineda, 
Jodi Pope, John Poppenberg, Nathan Porath, 
Todd Porter, Heidi Pound, Dan Proeschel, 
James Radziun, Shazia Rana, Chad Rasmussen, 
Ronald Rasmussen, Gerald Rauchwarter, Kim 
Rauk, Jason Read, John Reardon, Kordie 
Reinhold, Scott Rensch, Heidi Reuter, Joni 

Richmond, John Rieke, Kristine Riewer, O.F. 
Ringle, Ryan Ritchie, Clinton Roberts, 
Heather Robinson, Steven Rodenburg, 
Michael Roscher, Byron Rowell, Andrea Ruby, 
Courtney Rud, Arnold Rutman, Elizabeth 
Rydell, Nicholas Saari, Benijala Salihbegovic, 
Daniel Sampson, Ervin Savord, Michael 
Scadnon, Daniel Schafer, Katie Schelling, 
Tracey Schilling-Hysjulien, Kristin Schroeder, 
Angela Schuck, Herb Schulte, Paul Schulz, 
Steve Schwarten, Megan Schwartzbauer, Doyle 
Scott, Lubomir Serafimov, Mark Severt, June 
Shannon-Hardrict, Kelsey Sharpe, Sue 
Shatkowsi, Dan Shaw, Charles Sherman, 
Jennifer Shimek, Grace Shin, Annika Simon, 
Alexis Xu Simonson, Jon Siverson, Roger 
Sjulson, Kyle Skjei, Jamie Sledd, Larry 
Slepicka, Sara Smith, Jim Spitzmueller, 
Michael Splett, Scott Stadsklev, Jared Stanley, 
Paul Stannard, Chris Steele, Jeff Steele, 
Michael Steil, William Stein, Donald 
Steinmetz, Christopher Stenzel, Corban 
Stettler, Justin Stevens, Patricia Stone, Tasha 
Strait, Melinda Sundquist, Justin Swanson, 
Matthew Swanson, Osman Swedeh, Peter 
Swenson, Martin Tahara, Laura Tallmon, 
Douglas Talus, Wendy Tanner, Lucas Temme, 
Pamela TerEick, Michael Thomas, Peter 
Thurnau, Jim Tomhave, Steve Tomhave, Kevin 
Torbenson, Heidi Torgerson, Gina Torres, 
Diana Tran, Steve Tran, Tom Tran, David 
Trebisovsky, Kevin Tri, Joe Trowbridge, Amy 
Truong, Todd Tsuchiya, Valerie Vadnais, 
Dennis Vaillant, Matthew Vaillant, Zach 
VanHilsen, Ronald Vescio, Brian Vieregge, 
William Vold, Mary Vonhof, Jana Voss, William 
Wagnild, Shelley Wakefield, Gregory Weber, 
Nicholas Weinand, Stephanie Wenzel, Garth 
West, James Westman, Nicholas Wiese, 
Andrew Wilcox, William Wilkie, Michael 
Winge, John Withrow, Bruce Wittenberg, John 
Wittenstrom, John Woell, Stacey Wolken, Fu 
Wong, Monique Wood, Kathy Wurm, Debra 
Wynia, Jasmine Yesil, Jessica Young, Riad 
Youssef, James Zenk, Jason Ziemer, and 
Carolyn Zunich.

The following community-based 
clinics hosted events: Lake Superior 
College Dental Hygiene Clinic, Duluth; 
Children's Dental Services, NorthPoint 
Health and Wellness Center Dental Clinic, 
Sharing and Caring Hands Dental Clinic, 
Community University Health Care Center, 
N.I.P. Community Clinic, and University of 
Minnesota School of Dentistry, all of 
Minneapolis; Century College Dental 
Institute, White Bear Lake; St. Joseph's 
Community Dental Clinic, Park Rapids; 
Minnesota State University, Mankato; Dakota 
County Technical College, Rosemount; Rice 
Regional Dental Clinic, Willmar; St. Cloud 
Technical College Dental Clinic; Caring 
Hands Dental Clinic, Alexandria; Central 
Lakes College, Brainerd; Normandale 
Community College Clinic, Bloomington; 
Good Samaritan Dental Clinic, and Rochester 
Community and Technical College, both 
Rochester; Apple Tree Dental of Hawley and 
Fergus Falls.

Special thanks to: Metro Dentalcare, 
Midwest Dental, and Park Dental, which 
coordinated events at multiple sites.



Diane Larson, RDH, pitched in at 
Dr. Michael Colbert’s clinic in Maple 
Grove. She was one of many 
volunteers dispatched by Dental 
Experts, a St. Paul-based dental 
staffing agency, that collectively 
donated 250 hours.

Miranda Rogers, RDH, was one of 
four lucky winners of a Philips 
Sonicare DiamondClean brush, 
donated as a volunteer incentive by 
Philips’ Minnesota field sales 
representative, Megan Hood. 

priority.

“The dental 
professionals 
really take time 
to teach kids how 
to brush and 

the importance 
of good dental 
hygiene. Their 
insistence is 
obviously 
working as we 
are seeing 
healthier teeth 
every year,” she 
says.

The collaborative 
effort is evident in 
many other ways, 
as well. The MDA 
coordinates with 
about 400 
individuals at 
schools, public health agencies and 
community organizations to make sure 
children in need know about the 
opportunity for free care. 

On a statewide basis, United Way 
2-1-1 has continuously served as a 
critical partner, making 1,382 referrals 
in January to parents who call the 

Network of supporters creates
a collective impact for children

To fill as many appointments as possible, WCCO-TV graciously 
hosted a phone bank during an evening news broadcast in 
January. The phones were expertly staffed by: Front, from left: 
Carol Embertson, MDA; Kendra Davis, United Way 2-1-1; 
David Oltmans, DDS, and Sue Loye, both of CityScape Dental 
Arts in Minneapolis. Back, from left: Stephanie Leclair, MDA; 
Justin Jewison, RDH, and Jack Churchill, DDS, both of Churchill 
Dental in Minneapolis. Business partners 3M ESPE Dental 
Products and HealthPartners provide the funding for 
this valuable partnership with WCCO-TV.

“There is a huge weight 
lifted,” mother of four young 
children. The family lost its dental 
insurance. She heard about “Give Kids a 
Smile” on Facebook.



“We felt that this 

experience was empowering 

and motivating. It was 

amazing to see the 

response within the 

community. We wish we 

could have accommodated 

all those who called. We 

look forward to next year!
-- Tanya Benoit, 

Midwest Dental, St. Cloud

Smiles  by the number
Dentists    536              Total dental professionals   2,719
Dental clinics  180     Smile Factory (after care) clinics  14
Children  5,141&     Monetary value  $2 million

Todd Johnson, DDS, and Gina O$os, RDH, of Ascent Family 
Dentistry in Columbia Heights share a laugh with a cavity-
'ee patient.

Minnesota Dental Association
1335 Industrial Boulevard
Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55413-4801


