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Kindness warmed the hearts of so many 
deserving children and families during 
this year’s Give Kids a Smile event, 
the Minnesota Dental Association’s 
charitable dental event for kids that 
happens annually on the first Friday 
and Saturday of February. One-hundred 
and sixty four clinics, including six 
Smile Factory Clinics, participated this 
year. According to the 84% of clinics 
that completed the post-event tally, 
much-need treatment was provided 
to well over 3,000 young patients. 

As Traci Munson, who took her son to  
St. Cloud Technical & Community College, 
reported to the St. Cloud Times, “It’s a 
gift to the parents. It’s a total relief. You 
feel like you’re doing your job as a parent, 
getting your kids’ teeth taken care of.” 

To continue with the spirit of giving and 
kindness, Bridge to Benefits and Second 
Harvest Heartland participated in Give 
Kids a Smile for the fourth consecutive 
year. Bridge to Benefits is an initiative  

 
 

by Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota 
to increase awareness and participation 
in public work support programs and 
federal and state tax credits.  Second 
Harvest, a Bridge to Benefits partner, 
provided five volunteers to conduct 
Bridge to Benefits screenings at four 
Give Kids a Smile locations to determine 
if any households would qualify for 
support programs. Of twenty-six 
households screened, which included 
nearly 60 individuals, all were found to 
be eligible for one or more programs 
including, SNAP, medical assistance, and 
energy assistance. “Twenty-six families 
were helped that may not have gotten 
assistance otherwise. We are grateful for 
Bridge to Benefits and Second Harvest 
Heartland for their enthusiasm to help 
out again this year,” said MDA Executive 
Director Carmelo Cinqueonce.  “We are 
also grateful to the numerous volunteers 
who help make 
Give Kids a Smile 
a tremendous 
success,” added 
Cinqueonce.

Chomper the Chipmunk gets 
ready to provide a toothbrush 
demonstration for this patient 
at Gentle Dentistry in New 
Hope, where volunteers from 
all 14 clinic locations came 
together and treated 34 children.  
They described their event 
as “awesome” and said that 
helping kids in need was very 
heartwarming, while the event 
served as a great team building 
activity.

How beautiful a day can be when kindness touches it! 
~ George Elliston

Partners
United Way 2-1-1 Call 

Specialists, who fielded  
hundreds of inquiries from 

families in January. 

Dental Experts, a dental 
staffing agency that assisted 

in finding allied dental 
professionals to volunteer 
at clinics that were seeking 

additional volunteers. 

Countless Caring 
Professionals at schools, 

clinics, county agencies, food 
shelves, and community 

organizations across the state 
who informed families in need.   

Sponsors
Thank you to our loyal 

sponsors for their generous 
support of Give Kids a 

Smile. 

3M,

HealthPartners,  
and the  

Minnesota Dental 
Foundation  

funded statewide  
radio ads  

and billboards. 

Thank you!
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The following dentists donated 
their time, talents, and resources 
to Give Kids a Smile: 

Craig Adelmann, Ritu Aggarwal, Florin 
Alb, Seth Amadio, Nicole Amundson, 
Elizabeth Amundson, Ross Anderson, 
Steve Angell, Dylan Ascheman, Shiraz 
Asif, Pablo Avendano, Jonetta Bakke, 
Anne Balfour, Lyndsay Bates, Monique 
Baune, Robert Beattie, Steve Bejarano, 
Stephen Bejarano, David Bengston, Mary 
Benson, Noah Berge, Megan Beuchens, 
Heather Bickford, Don Blakeslee, Paul 
Boettner, Adena Borodkin, Satbir Brar, 
Michael A. Brooks Jr., Shari Bruning, 
Ashley Bryant, Brian Burmeister, 
Michael Bussa, Peter Butkus, Kevin 
Cahow, Josh Campbell, Jeff Campbell, 
Carrie Carlson, Leonard Carlson, Paul M. 
Carlson, Lisa Cashin, Robert A. Casper 
Jr., Jayne Cernohous, Mora Cervenka, 
Crystal Chopp, Julie Clasen, Marty 
Clasen, Donald Clausen, Julie Clouse, 
David Collier, Daniel Condon, Kathryn 
Connell, James Connors, Bonnie Craig, 
Jenifer Culver, Melissa Deeg, Steve 
DeKoster, Adele Della Torre, Tyler 
R. Derouin, Anna Deschene, Jessica 
Desjardins, Michael Dickman, Rick 
Diehl, Katherine Divine, John Doroschak, 
Richard W. Dresser, Kathrynne Dryke, 
Annette Dunford, Megan Eakins, Laura 
Eng, Gary Erickson, Jon Fabian, Patricia 
Fernandes, Keith Flack, Heidi Fletcher, 
Teresa Fong, Jeanni Foss, Luke Foster, 
Sarah Gallagher, Anupam M. Gatecha, 
Krista Geisler, Linda Giang-Carlson, 
Robert Gillum, Sarah Gingrich, Aaron 
K. Giuseffi, David Golke, Matt Grau, 
Patrick Haberman, Justin Hagen, LeRoy 
Hagen, Devon Halberg, Julie Haman, 
Michael Hamann, Brooke Hamann, 
Habab Hamid, Chad Hanson, Mikkel 
Haugen, Jeffrey Hauger, Zach Hazelton, 
Gary Hedin, Brandon Helgeson, Azar 
Hemmaty, Sam C. Hennies, Lee Ann 
Herbert, Sarah Hermanson, Jeff Hiebert, 
Holly Hill, Angela Hilo, Peter Hinke, 
Le Ho, Bill Hoffmann, Tim R. Holland, 
Sandy Houck, Anne Huffer, Melissa 
Hutchens, Luke Hvidston, Daniel 
Isaacson, Linda Jackson, Joan Jakubas, 
Molly Jarrett, Anne Jennen, Jane Jensen, 
Aaron Johnson, Bryan Johnson, Jerry L. 
Johnson, Kirby Johnson, Kristi Johnson, 

Lisa Johnson, Christopher Johnston, 
Jay Jones, Jennifer Kaatz, Scott Kajer, 
Brian Kajewski, James Kalina, Robert 
Kess, Laura Kinney, Heather L. Kivi, 
Bethany Kjellgren, Deborah Knaup, 
Shawn D. Knorr, Lesley C. Knox, Brett 
Knutson, Jerome Kofski, Elias Kouvalis, 
Kathryn Kramer, Scott Kron, Venetia 
Laganis, Asha Lalla, Beth Lambert, 
Doug Lambert, Jason Lane, Kirsten 
Langguth, Timothy Langguth, Sandra 
Lara, Cory Larson, Sarah Latterell, Kyley 
Lebens, Zachary Lechner, Melissa Lee, 
Stephanie Lee, Orvin Leis, Anthony 
Leong, Deborah Lien, Cheryl Lindgren, 
Scott Lingle, Steve Litton, John Lueth, 
Alex Lund, Michelle Lund, Brock Lund, 
Luke MacMenamin, Gary Madison, 
Sarah Magnason, Samira Mahabadi, 
Ashu Malhotra, Gary Marcoux, 
Richard Markowski, Brent L. Martin, 
Jodell Masciopinto, Leanna McBride, 
Nancy McCoyne, Cindy McGregor, 
Doug McNaught, Claire Mielke, Amy 
Mikkonen, David Miller Gregory P. 
Miller, Maria Miller-Rinaldi, Michael 
Milliren, John Mittelsteadt, Hibaq 
Mohamed, Brian Mondale, Jason Murray, 
David Nedrelow, Brad Nelson, Grant 
Nelson, Shivan Nelson Andrea Newton, 
Tuyen Nguyen, Ann Norlander, Nancy 
Norling, Paul Odland, Jeffrey E. Olson, 
Matthew Olson, Danielle Olson, Sara 
Ostroot, Alice M. Ottavi, Thomas Owen, 
Eric Page, Ian Park, Madhvi Patel, Glenn 
Perkins, Audrey Perkins, Matt Peterson, 
Russel Peterson, Thomas Peterson, 
Mark Phillips, Jodi Pope, Nathan 
Porath, Todd Porter, Lisa Power, Erin 
Powers, Christina Pruitt, Jane Puntillo, 
Ira Rabinowitz, Gerald Rauchwarter, 
Lowell Reither, Jeff Remakel, R. David 
Resch, Ryan Ritchie, Clint Roberts, 
Steven Rodenburg, Tom Rohs, William 
Rolfe, Jason Ross, Byron G. Rowell, 
Jeffrey Ruhlmann, Arnold Rutman, 
Elizabeth Rydell, Nicholas Saari, Chas 
Salmen, Dan Sampson, Ross Schafer, 
Dan Schafer, Katie Schelling , Tracey 
Schilling-Hysjulien, Angela Schuck, 
William Schwartz, Kelly Schwartzbauer, 
Laura Schwindt, Matthew Scribbins, 
McLean Severson, Victoria Severson, 
Mark Severt, June Shannon-Hardrict, 
Luke Sharpe, Jennifer Shimek, Katherine 
Sievert, Annika Simon, Christina 

Simonette, Roger Sjulson, Blake Smith, 
Sara Smith, Eric Snyder, Breanna Speed, 
Cassandra J. Spitzley, Jim Spitzmueller, 
Michael Splett, John Stangl, Jeffrey 
Steele, Chris Stenzel, Tasha Strait, Aliya 
Sullivan, Melinda Sundquist, Osman 
Swedeh, Jenna Swenson, Sheryl Tandon, 
Wendy Tanner, Pamela TerEick, Walter 
Teske, Paul Thai, Peter Thurnau, 
Jim Tomhave, Steve Tomhave, Gina 
Torres, Bao Tran, David Trebisovsky, 
Joe Trowbridge, Todd Tsuchiya, 
Lam Tu, David M. Ude, Duane Van 
Nieuwenhuyzen, Brian Vieregge, Mary 
Vonhof, Jana Voss, Jessica Voth, William 
W. Wagnild, Zach Walgenbach, Amber 
Walker, Carl S. Wallin, Eric Wang, Mark 
Watson, Anna Weber, Nadia Weber, Ken 
Weddell, Nicholas Weinand, Michael 
Weisbrod, Kevin Williamson, Jerry 
Wimmer, John Withrow, John Woell, 
Elizabeth Woell Rhode, Douglas Wolff, 
Mathew Woodward, Rawan Yaghi, Kassy 
Yang, Robert Yankovich, James Zenk , 
Jason Ziemer

Financial Contributions

Dennis Carreras 
Catherine Guy

Community and  
Education-Based Dental Clinics

Central Lakes College, Brainerd; 
Children’s Dental Services, Minneapolis; 
Community Dental Care, Robbinsdale; 
Community Dental Care, Maplewood; 
Community Dental Care, Saint 
Paul; Community Dental Care, 
Rochester; Lake Superior College 
Dental Hygiene, Duluth; Mankato 
State University, Mankato; Metro 
Dentalcare, Bloomington; Minnesota 
State Community and Technical 
College, Moorhead; Normandale 
Community College Dental Hygiene 
Program, Bloomington; NorthPoint 
Health and Wellness Center Dental 
Clinic, Minneapolis; Northwest 
Technical College, Bemidji; Operation 
Grace MN, Roseville; Rice Regional 
Dental Clinic, Willmar; St. Cloud 
Technical College Dental Clinic, 
Saint Cloud; University of Minnesota 
School of Dentistry, Minneapolis

Thank you dent i sts!



Save the date for next year! ~ Give Kids a smile, February 3-4, 2017
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Giving Smiles, Giving Hearts  
The Give Kids a Smile program has been active in 
Minnesota since 2003, with many dentists and 
clinics participating for all, or most, of the past 
14 years. When asked what the event means to 
them and why they find it fulfilling to continue 
to participate, this is what they had to say. 

“As always, we are happy to help children. Regardless of 
what, who, how, why, we know we helped in some way to 
make sure a child is being taken care of and that is the 
most important take away from the event.” 
~Event Coordinator Laura Toth 
Martin Dentistry, 8 years

“Providing dental care to kids whose parents would 
otherwise be unable to afford it is very rewarding. In 
addition, it serves as a reminder to all of us of what 
the main reason is most of pursued this profession; to 
help and be of service to others. Most of us in dentistry 
have been very blessed and it is one small way of giving 
something back to those less fortunate. Furthermore, I 
might have a mutiny by my team if we didn’t participate, 
for they believe strongly in helping out these families.”   
~ Richard W. Dresser D.D.S.,  
Dresser Family Dentistry, 12 years 

“GKAS is an important event in our office because it 
serves as a reminder to the entire staff about the main 
goal of dentistry which is to provide services to all 
patients that will help them maintain good oral and 

overall health, and promote healthy habits for a lifetime.  
We participate every year because we know there are 
many families for which the above goals are unknown 
or unachievable due to financial or other barriers, 
and because it is an excellent way to connect with the 
community and help to highlight the shortcomings in 
the healthcare system. This year we met with many 
grateful parents who are working very hard to ensure 
their children are able to receive the gift of a healthy 
smile and it was refreshing to see that these parents 
believed dentistry was important.”  
 ~ Monique Baune, D.M.D. 
Strait Smiles, 10 years  

“We have a lot of fun as an office doing it in our practice.  
It has become a tradition that we all look forward to.”  
~ Tasha Strait, D.D.S. 
Strait Smiles, 10 years

Sign up to receive Give Kids a Smile email updates at www.mndental.org/gkas
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Suite 200
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Smiles  by  the Numbers 
It all adds up to 3,230 kids, served by 351 dentists and 1,826 total dental volunteers.  

Estimated monetary value is $1.7 million. *
*84% of clinics reporting


